
 

 

 

 

Promoting Agroforestry Measures across Europe:  

Seven partners from six countries are working together to raise awareness and 

promote agroforestry measures across Europe.     

 

The 3rd Meeting of the AGFOSY project took place in Zvolen, Slovakia on the 7-8th of November 2019.  

The 24-month project is halfway through, and partners have been working hard, putting together case 

studies outlining agroforestry measures that are currently practiced in the partners’ countries. 

Partners have also been working on creating study material for students/farmers and lesson plans for 

lecturers that will provide literature, summaries, and other educational material that will help improve 

skills and expand knowledge of important agroforestry measures such as alley cropping and the use 

of short-rotation coppice trees.  

The project aims to provide students, farmers, landowners and tutors with the necessary tools to 

implement agroforestry measures successfully on farms.  

The second day of the meeting consisted of field visits to see examples of agroforestry in Slovakia. 

Agroforestry is a new topic for both researchers and farmers in Slovakia, with the country having a 

long-term tradition of pastoralism and sheep-breeding.  

The first visit was to Farma Turová, a 235ha ecological farm breeding cattle and an on-farm organic 

slaughterhouse. It wasn’t until the summer of 2019, that farmer Peter Badiar came across the term 

Agroforestry, however he has been modifying existing and overgrown pastures since 2013. The 

‘recultivation’ was initiated in order to obtain a grazing area that would be more valuable for the 

livestock, and he believes that agroforestry should also be combined with other measures enhancing 

the ecological value of the landscape, such as water retention measures.  

The second stop was to Gavurky in Dobra Niva where we met Peter Zach from Institute of Forest 

Ecology of Slovak Academy of Sciences. Gavurky, once an oak forest, is one of the best-preserved 

wood pastures in Central Europe. Stretching across 120ha, the protected area is open to visitors to 

come and enjoy the outdoors. In the past, the forest was used as a training ground for Slovak and 

Russian forces, and the land has seen intense changes to its landscape. Today, cattle come and graze 

the land, whilst home to thousands of flora and fauna. For the managers at Gavurky the best nature 

conversations come from the local people and children who get involved in activities centred around 

Gavurky.  

 

The next meeting will be May 5th and 6th, 2020in Sopron, Hungary.  

 

 

 

http://www.farmaturova.sk/

