
The European Landowners’ Organization (ELO) welcomes the increasing focus on soil and 
carbon farming in policy debates. Improving organic matter in soils and recognising such efforts 
are crucial and we look forward to the development of the actions announced in the 
communication on sustainable carbon cycles (COM (2021)800 final), namely the expected EU 
regulatory framework for the accounting and certification of carbon removals. The role of 
markets and private finance in carbon farming should not be underestimated and therefore a 
broad definition of carbon farming is needed. 

CAP is the main policy tool that covers agricultural soil in Europe and the ELO welcomes more 
initiatives and tools to ensure a sustainable management. While implementing such tools, the 
Commission needs to take into account non anthropogenic reasons of influence on soils such 
as climate change effect on erosion, and impact on soil quality in general. 

Although the soil strategy describes what soil health should look like, it lacks a concrete 
definition of soil health and its indicators. Likewise, we need more analyses on monitoring and 
reporting of soil and soil biodiversity. As recognized practitioners landowners and managers 
should actively be part of the expert group dealing with this issue and be a major actor in the 
development of voluntary Sustainable Soil Management (SSM) and its supporting tools, 
namely financing. SSM needs to recognize the different realities in land use and land 
conditions across regions of Europe. 
 
Policies should give the right market signals to value soil ecosystem services by society, and 
thus not putting the burden only on the landowners. The ELO recommends taking into account 
the different realities in land use across regions of Europe. 

  
The ELO welcomes the proposed revision of the directive on the sustainable use of pesticides 
and continues to support constructive efforts to phase out substances of high risk to health and 
the environment wherever possible by investing in alternatives and by reinforcing Integrated 
Pest Management (IPM). The ELO has always been in favour of a sound approach to plant 
protection, taking into account a broader choice of options based on science and innovation. 
The EU should therefore dedicate a significant part of Horizon Europe to research and 
innovation to increase the farmer toolbox. 

  
With climate change drastically affecting our weather systems, floods will only increase, and 
the damage and costs, both financial and environmental, will also increase. The ELO 
welcomes the fact that COM promotes the exchange of practices between Member States on 
the relationship between soil, water and sediments and publishes guidelines for sustainable 
sediment management. While measures such as urban planning and infrastructure are 
stressing massive importance to deal with flood risks, landowners and managers are in a great 
position to contribute, as long as they are part of the discussion and their efforts are 
recognized. 
 
While soil management should consider certain water management measures such as extra 
ground requirement preventing flooding impacts, the ELO recommends to look in priority for 
other types of solution. If such measures to prevent soil impact are a necessity, the ELO 
stresses the need for compensation to landowners. 

  
Coherence between the different policies affecting soil is a requirement, in addition to 
their analysis on their cumulative impact on land use. 
 
The ELO supports and enhances awareness of the topic and rewards efforts made towards 
the environment and soil management, namely with the “EU Soil and Land management 
Award”. 

 

https://www.europeanlandowners.org/
https://www.europeanlandowners.org/awards/soil-land-award#:~:text=The%20prize%20rewards%20land%20use,%2C%20sealing%2C%20flooding%20and%20landslides.
https://www.europeanlandowners.org/awards/soil-land-award#:~:text=The%20prize%20rewards%20land%20use,%2C%20sealing%2C%20flooding%20and%20landslides.

