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Forum for the Future 
of Agriculture 2022 

wrap-up session 

Janez POTOČNIK, Chair ForumforAg 
2022 and Chairman RISE, opened 
the final session of the Forum’s 
month-long series of events includ-
ing the Annual Conference and vari-
ous webinars to debate the future of 
food systems. He welcomed the fact 
all speakers had embraced the need 
for reform. To achieve that transfor-
mation, the whole food chain must 
be involved, not just farmers, and 
consumption, as well as production, 
must change, with both encouraged 
by proper market incentives.

Mr POTOČNIK agreed on the need to devel-
op short-term strategies to address global 
food security concerns sparked by the war in 
Ukraine, but not at the cost of a long-term 
strategy. “Unless we take urgent action now, 
our resilience to buttress inevitable future 
shocks will diminish and the effects will be 
worse and more widespread,” he warned.  
(You can read the full conclusions on pages 
3 to 6 of this issue.)

Maciej GOLUBIEWSKI, Head of Cabinet 
of Commissioner for Agriculture, Janusz 

WOJCIECHOWSKI, explained how the Com-
mission is helping Ukrainian agriculture by 
facilitating land routes for its exports and 
providing diesel for its farmers. He was con-
fident the EU would continue on the trans-
formation path, while targeting short-term 
measures to help producers. He stressed 
that the EU was “ready to help those parts 
of the world that are really looking with fear 
at the possible consequences” of the war in 
Ukraine.

In a special interview, Robert BONNIE, 
United States Under Secretary of Agricul-
ture, shared details of the administration’s 
climate smart commodities programme to 
boost livestock and grain production, while 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions and 
sequestering carbon. He emphasised the 
measurement, monitoring and verification 
features in the programme. “We are in es-
sence asking the US taxpayer to come help 
our farmers, ranchers, forest owners put 
these practices in place,” he said, adding: 
“Our best argument is to have data and to 
demonstrate that this can actually work.”

Following on from the launch last November 
of the transatlantic platform for collabora-
tion on agriculture, Under Secretary BON-
NIE described as “critically important” the 
exchange of information between EU and 
US scientists and farmers. “We are all in this 
together. I think there is a lot to learn.” 

During an online discussion, Galina PEYCHE-
VA-MITEVA, a Bulgarian farmer successfully 
practising regenerative agriculture, pointed 

to the need for role models. “Farmers need 
practical evidence that the nature-positive 
approach will work economically before they 
try it on a large scale.” With agriculture be-
ing increasingly considered in the context 
of climate change, unlike ten years ago, she 
was optimistic about the future. However, 
she urged decision-makers “to help farmers 
bear the costs associated with transitioning 
to sustainable farming”.

Marie BRUESER, Entrepreneurship Leader 
at Thought For Food, explained her organi-
sation helps start-ups throughout the food 
system. While finance is essential, the ex-

Mark TITTERINGTON, Martin GERZABEK (on the screen), Janez POTOČNIK 
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Mark TITTERINGTON, Thierry de l'ESCAILLE, Jon PARR (on the screen)

perience of large companies and their sup-
port for new ideas is also needed. She too 
was optimistic about the way ahead. “We 
have the people, the capital, the technolo-
gies, the knowledge. All of that combined 
creates a really good set-up and really good 
solutions that will create what we need.” But 
the real question is: “Will be courageous 
enough to drive those forward?”

Jon PARR, President of Syngenta Crop 
Protection, and Thierry de L’ESCAILLE, 
Secretary General, European Landowners’ 
Organization, co-founders of the Forum al-
most 15 years ago, reflected on the success 
it has had in creating a space for an open 
and constructive exchange on agriculture 
and the environment – once seen as mutu-
ally exclusive. Both pointed to its ability to 
bring together prominent practitioners from 
different disciplines.

Mr PARR underlined the key contribution 
science can make, the need to “make sure 
we continue to talk about nurturing innova-
tion to solve the equations that are currently 
not working for us” and the importance of 
discussion being followed by action.

Mr de l’ESCAILLE noted how the Forum tries 
to build a bridge between the covid, climate 
and conflict crises to develop better under-
standing, and solutions, of their impact on 
society and food systems. This year’s Forum 
had aimed to give hope to farmers to ensure 
they “can find a way, not only to be accepted 
by society, to be useful to society, but also to 
be sufficiently profitable in their businesses”.

The presentation of the prestigious Land 
and Soil Management Award, brought the 

ForumforAg 2022’s month-long events to a 
close. 

The Land and Soil Management Award was 
launched in 2008 by the European Land-
owners’ Organization, under the auspices 
of the European Commission (DG Environ-
ment and the Joint Research Centre) and 
in association with the University of Natu-
ral Resources and Life Sciences (BOKU) 
of Vienna, Syngenta, as well as the Centre 
for Soil and Environmental Sciences of the 
Ljubljana University. Since then, the award 
jury has selected outstanding achievements 
throughout the EU in the field of sustain-
able soil and land management.

Prof Martin GERZABEK, Institute of Soil 
Research, Vienna, as president of the jury, 
announced that, from a field of 12, the 
Geographical Institute Research Centre for 
Astronomy and Earth Sciences in Budapest 
was this year’s winner for its long-term 
agricultural trials. “The jury was especially 
impressed by the long duration of the ex-
periments of 19 years, which is not easy to 
achieve for a research institute,” he said.

Andrea VETTORI, Member of Cabinet of En-
vironment, Oceans and Fisheries Commis-
sioner Virginijus SINKEVIČIUS, explained 
that 60-70% of soil ecosystems in Europe 
are downgrading. “This is why many years 
ago, the European Commission, DG Environ-
ment, decided to partner with Syngenta and 
the European Landowners Organization to 
create the award.”

He announced diplomas of recognition to 
two further projects: French farm Lo Biais al 
Maset, Albi, which has been applying agri-

ecological measures for almost two dec-
ades and GUT&BÖSEL Keyline agroforestry, 
Germany, a regenerative organic farm that 
minimises soil erosion while enhancing bio-
diversity and careful use of water.

Exploitant et/ou coordinateur 
d’exploitations agricoles

support@agriland.be
✆+32 (0)10 23 29 00 

damien.deriberolles@agrilandfrance.fr
✆+33 (0)6 50 98 17 13

Belgique

www.agriland.be

France
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The ForumforAg 2022 Month of March  
consisted also of moderated panel discussions  

and dialogues

You can watch the sessions on demand at replay of all the events at   
www.forumforagriculture.com/2022-videos
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Visit www.forumforagriculture.com
to watch videos and read summaries
from Czech Republic Regional Edition
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The annual Forum for the Future of Agriculture was founded by the European 
Landowners’ Organization (ELO) and Syngenta; they were joined by Cargill, IUCN, 
The Nature Conservancy, Thought for Food, The Chicago Council on Global Affairs, 
WWF Europe as strategic partners. 
The ForumforAg 2022 brings together a wide and diverse range of stakeholders to 
inspire new thinking on how European and global agriculture needs to respond to 
the major challenges of delivering both food and environmental security. 
Created in 2008 in response to the belief that many of Europe’s agricultural and 
environmental policies focused on solving yesterday’s problems such as overpro-
duction, the Forum instead deals with the challenges and market opportunities 
of the future. 
These include: feeding a growing world population, demands for a higher quali-
ty diet, developing renewable sources of energy and changing weather patterns. 
With limited arable land available globally, there is a need to maximize production 
on existing cultivated land, but to do so in a sustainable manner while protecting 
and expanding biodiversity and the climate. 
The theme of the Forum for the Future of Agriculture’s Month of March events 
was ‘Striving for food system transformation’ and included open discussions on 
topics ranging like ‘Integrating climate mitigation and biodiversity regeneration in 
food system transformation’, ‘Unlocking greater collaboration between the EU and 
Member States to deliver food system transformation’, ‘Food price mechanisms: 
How does the food system pay for its true cost transformation?’, ‘Making healthy 
food the easier choice’ and many others. 
The discussions in Brussels will continue during the ForumforAg 2022 regional 
events, taking place in Czech Republic on May 18 and in Sweden on December 1. 

The ForumforAg 2022 Team

Sustainability at ForumforAg 2022

ForumforAg 2022 has chosen to work with “CO2logic” to ensure our 
event is sustainable. The CO2-Neutral label guarantees that labelled 

organisations are actively calculating, reducing and compensating their 
local and global climate impact.

For more information on CO2logic visit www.co2-neutral-label.org  

The Editorial team would like to convey special thanks  
to Annabelle WLILIAMS, Rory WATSON and Ian COLLINS for their 

contribution to this special “CountrySide Magazine” edition.

Spring is in the air at the Welcoming Estates! 
Discover one near you or make it your holiday

destination!
 

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook 
for the latest developments.

More information on :
www.welcomingestateswebsite.com

Let’s increase our food supply
without

reducing theirs

Syngenta Brussels Office
Avenue Louise, 489,  
B-1050 Brussels
Tel: +32.2.642 27 27  
www.syngenta.com
www.goodgrowthplan.com

The ForumforAg 2022 Team would like to thank 
the Founding and Strategic partners of the Fo-

rum for the Future of Agriculture for their strong 
commitment. It enables the Forum to remain the  

premier meeting place for an open dialogue on 
global food systems.


